
VAPOR INTRUSION

SUPPORTING OUR CLIENTS IN REAL ESTATE   

California remains mired in a housing crisis, and regulatory uncertainty is hindering residential 
redevelopment of infill properties with vapor intrusion (VI) concerns. Cal/EPA released a draft 
Supplemental Vapor Intrusion Guidance in February 2020 and, in the face of significant criticism, 
has not finalized this document. If and when Cal/EPA will provide clarity with respect to its VI 
guidance is unknown. In the meantime, redevelopment projects are saddled with unclear criteria 
for VI assessment, with certain regions adopting the draft guidance as if it is final and others 
relying solely on the 2011 guidance documents. At redevelopment projects with VI mitigation 
systems (VIMS), protocols for testing and monitoring the VIMS are evolving without formalized 
guidance documents. 

In the midst of the uncertainty, various technical tools and market instruments are available to 
facilitate property transfers and redevelopment. GSI VI experts apply knowledge gained through 
many redevelopment projects throughout California as well as federally-funded VI research 
programs that provide technical insight toward development of pragmatic solutions to today’s 
VI challenges overseen by various agencies:

> Forefront of research on the sewer pathway and controlled building pressurization sampling 

> Verification testing at new developments with mitigation systems

> Realtime air monitoring, including DoD funded research

As a frequent provider of VI training to the regulatory community, GSI has established itself as 
a trusted, leader in the VI field.
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